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Having defied the SC on Kudremukh, will the State act on illegal mining?
By Praveen Bhargav

The investigations by the Central
Empowered Committee (CEC)
into allegations of illegal mining in

Bellary on the orders of the supreme court
have already kicked up a lot of dust. While
many are hoping that this will ultimately
exorcise the ghost of the mining scam
that’s haunting Karnataka, it may need an
extraordinary effort by the supreme court
to make it happen. For, much before the
CEC presented its report on illegal mining
in Bellary, it had dealt with another high
profile case of ecologically disastrous min-
ing in Karnataka. This did not involve any
powerful politicians but a large public sec-
tor mining company — Kudremukh Iron
Ore Company Limited — now KIOCL.

In response to a petition filed by Wildlife
First, an NGO, the supreme court directed
the CEC to file its recommendations and
carry out a site inspection in August 2002.
The report not only recommended the
stoppage of mining but also concluded
that the mining lease does not confer any

right over the land and that no new rights
can accrue to KIOCL within the Ku-
dremukh National Park (KNP).

On October 30, 2002, the apex court in
a landmark judgment accepted the recom-
mendations of the CEC and ordered that
all mining activities must stop by December
31, 2005. The court also directed that “…
the modalities to be adopted to effectuate
the order passed by this court and the rec-
ommendations of the committee shall be
worked out by the ministry of environment
and forests, the state government and the
company under the supervision and guid-
ance and monitoring of the committee”.

However, eight years after the judgment
and five years after the time period to wind
up mining elapsed, the state is still drag-
ging its feet. Even now, though the mining
activity has come to a halt, KIOCL is fully
in control of the lapsed lease area and is
obdurately refusing to remove its plant
and machinery from the limits of KNP. It
is no secret that two senior ministers who
hail from that area, ostensibly on the ad-
vice of a former judge, who unsuccessfully

represented KIOCL’s labour union in the
supreme court, are constantly intervening
and attempting to support the efforts of
KIOCL to stonewall the judgment.

Consequently, KIOCL continues to lord
over several thousand acres of public lands
within the limits of KNP without even a
lease or payment of rent. Even more
bizarre is the fact that in 2007, a senior
IAS officer, ignoring the CEC recommen-
dations and court’s directions, wrote to
KIOCL conveying the in-principle approval
of the government to change the land use
from mining to eco-tourism. Glossing over

the legal position that the rights over land
in the mining area were already vested in
the government, he even went on to ‘re-
quest’ KIOCL to release 200 acres of land
for a police commando training school.

Not just the CEC but even the report of
the Public Accounts Committee of the state
legislature has been ignored. The PAC had
made serious observations on KIOCL. In
its report tabled in the Assembly in July
2009, it had recommended disciplinary
action against senior officials for their fail-
ure to recover the fine of Rs 139 crore im-
posed on KIOCL for destroying forests.

Playing tricks
On its part, KIOCL tried every trick in the
book to reverse the judgment. After two
review petitions were dismissed, the last
legal option — a curative petition was filed.
This was also dismissed by the court. And
yet KIOCL continues to hang on thanks
to the state government’s benevolence.

Another interesting case is of the per-
sistent attempts of the stone quarry own-
ers association and the government, to

seek a review of a path breaking high court
judgment of 1998 directing the relocation
of all stone crushing units to safe zones.
After the appeal was dismissed by the
supreme court in April 2009, the state
once again moved the high court seeking
extension of time period which was reject-
ed. Another interlocutory application in
the supreme court was filed by the state
government in concert with the quarry
owners association.

Expressing deep dissatisfaction at the
attempts of the state to ‘wriggle out of its
obligation’, the supreme court in March
2011 not only dismissed the applications
but also imposed a fine of Rs 1 lakh on the
government. While extending the cut-off
date to implement the original order by
six months (till Sept 2011), the court has
now made it clear that “…in case of failure
to do so, they will have to face proceedings
under the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971”.

These two cases clearly establish that
the track record of the state government
in implementing such landmark judg-
ments against mining is wholly uninspir-

ing. When the state has failed to evict just
one intransigent mining company from
the KNP and recover a fine of Rs 139 crore
till date, it would be hard to imagine how
the government will ever stop illegal min-
ing in Bellary and recover the huge losses
caused to the exchequer.

In this scenario, it is very imminent that
a similar story is bound to play out in the
likely event of the apex court accepting the
report of the CEC on illegal mining. A whole
season of appeals, review petitions and cur-
ative petitions are sure to follow. Top legal
eagles defending mining companies will
possibly be aided by ambiguous affidavits
and supportive applications by the state.

One can only hope that the supreme
court, which is by now conscious of the
state’s track record in obfuscating on ini-
tiating action either due to insincerity or
for political expediency, establishes a ro-
bust mechanism for directly monitoring
implementation of the directions in a time
bound manner.
(The writer has served on the National
Board for Wildlife)

By Ginger Thompson and David Rohde

Two years before terrorists struck the
Indian port city of Mumbai, a Pak-
istani-American man named David

Coleman Headley began laying the ground-
work for the attack, financed, he claims, by
$25,000 from an officer in Pakistan’s powerful
intelligence service.

Headley told Indian investigators that the
officer, known only as Maj Iqbal, “listened to
my entire plan to attack India.” Another officer
with the intelligence service, the Inter-Services
Intelligence Directorate, “assured me of the
financial help,” Headley said.

As the United States presses Pakistan for
answers about whether the ISI played a role
in harbouring Osama bin Laden, Headley is
set to recount his story of the Mumbai attack
in a federal courthouse in Chicago. What he
discloses could deepen suspicions that Pak-
istani spies are connected to terrorists and
could potentially worsen relations between
Washington and Islamabad.

India, the site of the November 2008 attacks,
will be closely monitoring the trial for evidence
of the ISI’s duplicity. Pakistan will also be lis-
tening to — and is likely to deny — Headley’s
every word. So far, Islamabad has dismissed
Headley’s accusations against the ISI as little
more than a desperate performance by a man
hoping to avoid the death penalty.

An American official who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity said that the US govern-
ment’s view of Headley — like so much else
surrounding the ISI — was murky. No agree-
ment exists in Washington on whether the ISI
guided Headley and the attacks on Mumbai.
“It’s not very clear,” the official said. “A lot of
this is going to come out of the trial. His claim
could just be his claim.”

Still, the very fact that the government is
presenting Headley as a prosecution witness
suggests that at least some in the government
believe he is telling the truth. And the author-
ities said they expected the government to
present emails and tapes of telephone conver-
sations to support his story. Any new evidence
of ISI malfeasance that emerge from the trial
will reverberate in Washington too, with the
relationship between the US and Pakistan at
its most tenuous state in years.

A growing chorus on Capitol Hill argues that
the discovery of Osama’s hideout and the evi-
dence in Headley’s case leave no doubt that
the ISI and its Pakistani military overseers have
played a cynical double game with the US. Pak-
istan has received $20 billion in military and
development assistance since 2001, and its mil-
itary, they say, has sheltered Osama, supported
Afghan Taliban who kill American troops and
guided the militants who attacked Mumbai.

Headley himself is not on trial. But he will
be the main witness against Tahawwur Hus-
sain Rana, a Chicago businessman who is ac-
cused of providing financial and logistical sup-
port for the 2008 siege in Mumbai. The attack,
a barrage of gunfire and grenades, killed at
least 163 people, including six Americans.

Rana’s defence is that he agreed to support
Headley’s activities in India because he was
led to believe he was working for the ISI, and
therefore the Pakistani government.

Bruce O Riedel, a terrorism expert at the
Brookings Institution, a former CIA officer and
a critic of the ISI, predicted that the upcoming
trial would be “the next nail in the coffin of US-
Pakistan relations as the ISI’s role in the murder
of six Americans is revealed in graphic detail.”

With precisely that possibility in mind, the
American authorities have kept much of the
evidence secret. Citing national security con-
cerns, they have successfully moved to quash
the defence lawyers’ subpoenas for state de-
partment cables and records held by the FBI
that discuss Pakistan’s links with militants. And
though the government has charged four other
men, including the officer known as Iqbal, with
aiding and abetting the murder of US citizens,
the indictment refers to them either as com-
manders or associates of the militant group
Lashkar-e-Toiba, not as having links to the ISI.

Complex story
In interviews in recent days, American military
and intelligence officials who have served in
Pakistan argued that the story of the ISI is com-
plex. Some of them portray it as an unwieldy
third-world bureaucracy that even Pakistani
generals struggle to control. The US should
try to reform the ISI, they argue, not abandon
it. Arguably the most feared institution in Pak-
istan, the ISI has a mythic reputation among
Pakistanis as a shadow government with a hand

in virtually every major development in the
country. Human rights and democracy activists
say the agency is out of control and accuse it of
carrying out hundreds of disappearances, sys-
tematically rigging elections and harassing
civilians who support peace with India.

American and Pakistani officials said the ISI
was still dominated by military officers wedded
to an outdated, paranoid and dangerous mind-
set the CIA helped create during the 1980s anti-
Soviet jihad in Afghanistan. More ultranation-
alists than jihadists, the ISI’s officers consider
themselves to be Pakistan’s true guardians.

The man who is suddenly an important fig-
ure in the relationship between Pakistan and
the US, Headley, may not be the most reliable
witness, despite some evidence that he has
worked closely with intelligence and drug
agencies. His adult life is a blur of deceit, in-
volving multiple marriages, illegal business
deals and numerous turns in and out of jail.

He is the son of a Pakistani diplomat and
Philadelphia socialite, he was given the name
Daood Gilani at birth. He graduated from a
Pakistani military academy and then moved
to Philadelphia, where he ran his mother’s bar
into the ground, partly by squandering its
money on alcohol and drugs.

In February 2002, while still under contract
with the DEA, Headley began training with
Lashkar-e-Toiba, which aims to wrest control
of Kashmir from India. He told investigators
he had changed his name and used his dual
nationality to move easily across borders on
behalf of the group.

Then in 2006, Headley told investigators,
he met Iqbal. Headley described the officer as
“fat, with a moustache, big head, thick hair,
deep voice.” He said Iqbal introduced him to a
senior ISI officer who offered to provide fi-
nancial support for Headley’s Lashkar activi-
ties in India if Headley agreed to share any in-
telligence he gathered in India with the ISI.

The defence lawyers are expected to at-
tempt to show that Headley has a long history
of deceiving American law enforcement au-
thorities. One anticipated piece of evidence is
an informant agreement, which would provide
the most conclusive evidence yet that Headley
was under contract with the DEA when he
began training with terrorists.

Authorities with knowledge of the case say
that the lawyers are also considering summon-
ing one of Headley’s ex-wives, a New York
woman who works at a department store
makeup counter. The attorneys may want the
woman to describe how she warned the FBI
that her husband was plotting with terrorists,
and how the government failed to thoroughly
investigate her accusations because Headley
convinced them she was lying.

The case is a microcosm of the missteps,
distrust, and confusion that has marked the
American efforts in Pakistan since 2001, ac-
cording to current and former American offi-
cials. But whatever evidence the trial produces,
current and former American officials said, it
would be a mistake to cut off all American aid
to the ISI or the Pakistani military.
The New York Times

Chicago trial may unmask
Pakistan’s links to militants
A growing chorus on Capitol Hill is that the ISI and Pakistani military have played a cynical double game

EXPLOSIVE Will Headley provide the next nail in the coffin of US-Pakistan relations during the trial? AP
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Botox in head cuts
migraine frequency
Spanish researchers
have confirmed that
botox treatment can re-
duce the number of mi-
graines experienced by
many sufferers.

University of Grana-
da scientists said that injecting a local anes-
thetic or botulinum toxin (botox) into certain
points named ‘trigger points’ of the peri-
craneal and neck muscles reduce migraine
frequency among migraine sufferers.

They have identified the location of these
trigger points — whose activation results in
migraine — and their relationship with the
duration and severity of this condition.

Juan Miguel García Leiva specified that
this treatment “is not a first-choice treatment

for migraine sufferers, but it can only be ap-
plied in patients with chronic migraine who
have tried several treatments with poor re-
sults, and who show peripheral sensitization
of muscles.

Avoid grilled meat if you
are taking asthma drugs
An expert has warned that people who are
taking asthma drugs should avoid eating
grilled meat as many foods considered essen-
tial for a balanced diet could interfere with
some of the most commonly prescribed med-
icines — either rendering them useless or in-
creasing the dosage to a dangerous level.

“The key thing is not to dramatically
change your diet if you are taking medica-
tion, but to ask your GP about potential inter-
actions,” said Jane Alder, lecturer in pharma-
cology at the University of Central
Lancashire.

According to Alder, asthma sufferers
should avoid grilled meat because the carbon
compounds formed prevent asthma medica-
tions containing theophylline from working.

The carbon compounds also trigger asth-
ma attacks regardless of the medication tak-
en, so very charred meat should be avoided.

Explaining some of
the most common haz-
ardous food and drug
combinations, Alder
said that grapefruit con-
tains a compound
called furanocoumarin that prevents the en-
zymes in our intestine, responsible for keep-
ing foreign substances out of our bodies,
from working properly. This leads to more
medication being absorbed, effectively dou-
bling or even tripling the dose in some cases.

Calcium in dairy foods binds with antibi-
otics tetracycline and minocycline, which are
used for skin conditions such as acne and mi-
nor infections including cystitis.

Pre-existing malaria can
block second infection
After a mosquito bite, malaria parasites first
travel to the liver, multiply, then escape and
invade red blood cells. It was previously un-
derstood that parasites in both the liver and
blood needed iron to grow.

Now, a new study by researchers at Institu-
to de Medicina Molecular in Lisbon, Portu-
gal, in collaboration with researchers at the
Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine
and Oxford University shows that a second
mosquito bite of an individual, already carry-
ing blood parasites, does not lead to a full-
blown second infection.

The pre-existing malaria prevents second-
ary infection by another Plasmodium strain,
the parasite responsible for malaria, by re-
stricting iron availability in the liver of the
host. This way, the superinfection is blocked
in the liver by the first infection.

WHAT’S THE BUZZ

By Michael Wines

The J-15 Flying Shark is
China’s newest attack
jet, a sinuous fighter

with the folding wings, short-
ened tail cone and bulked-up
landing gear it needs to serve
on China’s first aircraft carrier,
which is expected to start sea
trials soon. It is indisputable ev-
idence of China’s growing mas-
tery of military technology.
And for the first time, the pub-
lic can get a good look at it.

Barely two weeks after
splashing photographs of the
aircraft carrier on the internet,
China’s state media published
the first close-up pictures of the
J-15. The day before, websites
that focus on China’s military
had run the same photograph,
snapped outside the Shenyang
plant in northeast China where
the plane is being developed.

Like the aircraft carrier it
will call home, the jet faces
years of tests and refinement
before it will formally enter
service, military analysts say.
The photographs nevertheless
suggest that the People’s Lib-
eration Army, long notoriously
secretive, is lifting some veils.

Self-guiding missiles
Internet posts point to a fighter
crammed with the best tech-
nology China can produce:
holographic ‘heads-up’ instru-
ment displays, advanced anti-
ship radar and, Lan said, self-
guiding missiles, in contrast to
the gravity-controlled bombs
and sight-guided missiles that
largely populate China’s exist-
ing 3,200-aircraft fleet.

When it is deployed — prob-
ably sometime after 2015 — the
J-15 will signal the dawn of a
new ability by China to assert
authority along its coastline.

The carrier and its jet are
said to employ the best Chinese
technology, but both are also
direct descendants of weapon-
ry devised in the dying days of
the old Soviet Union.

China’s new carrier, current-
ly known by its old name of
Varyag, is a retrofitted version
of a 1988 Soviet aircraft carrier
that Chinese interests bought
from Ukraine, a former Soviet
republic, after the 1991 col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, sup-

posedly for conversion into a
floating casino in Macao. But
the Macao gambling licence
never materialised, and as
many had suspected, the ship
wound up elsewhere — in
Dalian, a city in northeastern
China where workers began a
decade-long retrofit.

The J-15 has followed an
even more tortuous route. At
the century’s turn, many news
reports say, the Chinese be-
seeched Moscow to sell them
the Sukhoi-33, a 1980s Soviet
fighter capable of landing on
carriers. Moscow refused. But
in 2001, the Chinese bought a
Su-33 prototype from
Ukraine and began a tear-
down to learn its secrets. The
Russians were incensed. Yet
the J-15, which externally
seems a clone of the Su-33, in
fact has been remade inside
with Chinese improvements.

The J-15 is being compared
in some quarters to the Amer-
ican F-18, a workhorse on Navy
carriers. But Lan said it had a
shorter range, in large part be-
cause its takeoff method — fly-
ing off a ski-jump-style runway
— dictated that it could carry
less fuel than a comparable US
jet, which is propelled off a flat
carrier deck.

Flying a ski-jump is not duck
soup — it requires considerable
training. And in February, a
Ukrainian court convicted a
Russian man of conspiring to
give the Chinese details of a
Crimean air base that had been
used to train Su-33 pilots to
take off from a carrier’s ski-
jump ramp. In Huludao, a navy
installation on China’s north-
east coast, workers are said to
have built a rough clone of the
Crimea test center, complete
with a ski ramp for ascending
jets. None of this is exceptional.
Russian, Chinese and US espi-
onage agents wage unacknowl-
edged wars to steal the others’
technology.

But the Chinese, some ex-
perts say, are notably adept.
“They take what they can get,
and improve what they can,”
Abraham Denmark, an inde-
pendent expert on China’s mil-
itary in Washington, said. “It’s
a strategy that permeates
many of their innovations.”
NYT

China showcases 
its new attack jet


